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6:15-6:30 Sign in and grab handouts 
6:30-7:30 Introduction to Liberty  

Å History  
Å Why Charter Schools and why Liberty? 
Å What is Core Knowledge and the Liberty curriculum? 
Å Character Education 
Å L0gistics ɀ Dress code, lunch, extracurricular, etc. 
Å LCHS 
Å The results 

7:30-8:00 Tour of our building  



Congratulations. 

 
 

It is the right and responsibility of 
a parent to direct the education 

and upbringing of their children.  



Rationale for  tonight. 
 

Tonight is for you to make an informed 
decision on a school for you and your child.  

We want to make sure this is a good fit. This is 
why we have made this a requirement. 



Questions for you.  
 

How many of you know about Core Knowledge? 
How many of you know about Charter Schools? 

How many of you have been to our school before? 



Å  Early 1990s Dr. Randy and Ruth Ann Everett began with an 
idea: 
 

A Revolution in Education  
Å  Parental choice in education 
Å  A core curriculum of specific content 

knowledge 
Å Solid, content-driven skill instruction  
Å Teaching the values of a democratic society 
Å School-based management 

 
 



Å  1993 ɀ Washington Core Knowledge School    
  -- 125 students 
   
Å  1995 ɀ Moved to Old Fort Collins High School 
 



Oct 95:  Applied for Charter.   Denied by PSD. 
 

Feb 96:  Parents appealed to State Board of Ed. 
ÅWon!  SBOE remanded decision back to PSD 

 

Mar 96: PSD rewrote & approved (different) charter 
ÅAdded unreasonable restrictions 

 

Apr 96: Parents appealed again to SBOE 
ÅPSD responded by suing parents & SBOE 
Å3"/% ÁÄÖÉÓÅÄ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÔÏ ÏÐÅÎ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÉÔÈ 03$ȭÓ 
restrictions 

 



Jun 96:  PSD restrictions make school financially 
        nonviable 

ÅParents announce school will not open 
ÅNext day PSD drops lawsuit 
 

Oct 96: Parents refused to give up.  Applied again. 
Å3"/% ÏÎ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ÓÉÄÅ 
 

Feb 97:  PSD finally signs charter contract 
 

Jun 97:  Toothpaste factory purchased 
 

Sep 97:  Liberty opens (K-7th grade) 
 



 
1997 ɀ  Half the Washington Core families moved 
to the new charter school ɀ Liberty Common 
School on Sharp Point Drive. 
 



1997 ï The other half of Washington Core Knowledge 

School became Traut Elementary Core Knowledge 

School.  

 



 
2010 ï Opened LCHS 

Å7th ï 10th moved to Minnesota Drive 

ÅAllowed for K-6 expansion by 50% at Sharp Point 

Drive. 



Why a Charter 
School? 

Competition in education 

is good!  



Why a Charter School? 
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Rules, Rules, and more 
Rules 

Two Examples:  
Unsatisfactory teachers 

Disruptive students 

 


