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What’s Happening  
at LCS K-6th 

 

March 20-April 5th– TCAP 

testing.  See schedule on pg. 5 

 

March 30-LCS Talent Show-

6:30 p.m.   

 

April 2-5th Grade Human 

Dev. Info. Meeting.– Parent 

Session– 6:00 p.m.   

 

April 6– Good Friday, NO  

SCHOOL 

 

April 10– 3rd/4th Grade 

Concert, 6:30 p.m. 

 

April 11-5th Grade Human 

Dev. Student Session  

 

April 13-Kindergarten 

Roundup-new Kindergarten 

students 

 

April 14-Annual Spring Gala– 

6:00-10:00 p.m. Embassy 

Suites 

 

Board of Directors Meeting: 

Liberty Common School 

March 22, 2012 

1725 Sharp Point Dr. 

Faculty Room 

7:00 p.m. 

Liberty Common School 

Board of Directors 

 2011-2012 
Crissy Kopren   266-1005 

Amy Redstone   378-1170 

Dan Provaznik   223-0188 

Mark Sutherlin  225-0432 

Cassy Turner   691-3027 

Jeff Webb   545-9636 

Bill Werst           631-8379 

Headmaster Writing by Russ Spicer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Classroom Placement, Jr. High and High School Schedules 
 

It is the time of year when activities begin to wind down in each class and for the school in 

general. While most thoughts are still on finishing this year out strong, some are thinking about 

next year. One thing that the parents and students start to think ahead about is who their teacher or 

teachers will be for next year.  

 

The Kindergarten placements have already taken place. Key considerations for placement of our 

new little ones include gender balance and birthday balance. It is important to not have classes 

with all early or all late birthdays. 

 

For students entering 1st – 6th grade, the current teacher determines what teacher the student will 

have for the next year. On occasion, a discussion with the academic support team or administration 

occurs to assist in the decision-making process as well. Liberty teachers take this responsibility 

very seriously and put a great amount of thought and energy into making the placements. 

 

 Please note that younger siblings of any K-6 students will not automatically be assigned the same 

teacher that the older sibling had. Placement considerations include: 

 

The student’s learning style 

Reading ability 

Academic strengths and weaknesses 

Personality 

Behavior 

The number of boys and girls in each class 

Peer relationships 

Equal distribution of new students. 

 

Our faculty looks long and hard at this information and ultimately attempts to properly place each 

student into the classes for the next year. The teachers have just spent nine months working with 

the students and have developed a great understanding of them. It is important that we support 

their decisions. The class rosters will be released one week prior to the ice-cream social at the 

school and on the web. 

 

If for some reason there are serious concerns that you feel need to be taken into consideration, you 

may submit an appeal to Mr. Churchill by March 30th, 2012. Again, please understand that any 

appeal should occur for only serious matters of concern. Those matters shall be given careful 

consideration, but there is no guarantee that a change of placement will occur. Thanks for your 

cooperation and understanding with this matter. 

 

All 7th – 12th grade students will have their schedules developed for the 2012-2013 academic year. 

While many courses are required for 7th – 12th grade, there are still a number of elective choices 

that must be made. Liberty Common School tries hard to give the students one of their top choices. 

Sometimes this is very difficult to accomplish because the schedule is so tightly packed with 

required core courses. Please note, however, that we will do everything we can to give the student 

one of his/her top choices. That is a priority for us. The class schedules will be available to the 

students around mid to late May. 

 

Well, now back to the present. It has been a great year of “Semper Excelsious” at Liberty Common 

School. Here is hoping we can stay the course and finish the year strong. I love Liberty Common 

School and I love Liberty Common High School! 

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs056/1106939810801/archive/1109460757640.html


How to Reach Us 

 Our office hours are 7:30-4:00 p.m. 

 

 Our telephone number is (970) 482-9800 

 

 Our attendance line is (970) 482-9800, option 2,  

please call  by  8:30 a.m.  

 

 Please note that you may go to your student’s 

classroom and wait for them to be dismissed only 

after 2:50 p.m.  

 

 If you need to take your child to an appointment 

during school hours, please come to the Front 

Office, sign them out and we will call them out of 

class.   

  

 All students who arrive after 8:00 a.m. must be 

signed in at the Front Office.  It is important that a 

reason be written as this determines if the tardy is 

excused or not. 

 

 Our school closes at 4:00 p.m.  All students need to 

have left the building by 4:00 p.m. or be chaperoned 

by a parent or guardian.     
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Churchill’s Chat 

Girl’s Soccer Begins Soon 

The first practice for girls’ soccer will be March 19th.  The 

season runs 3/19-5/9. Grades 6th-8th at Liberty are 

encouraged to participate, no matter the playing 

experience. Please make sure you have all paperwork 

completed prior to the first week of practice. It can be 

found by clicking here.  Any questions, please contact Mr. 

Hubbeling at  chubbeling@libertycommon.org  

 

Once all paperwork has been turned in, you will be given a 

“blue card” to turn in on the first day of the season/tryouts.  

You must have a “blue card” in order to tryout/practice.  

Blue cards will be given out by Mr. Torgeson at the LCHS 

campus.    

Going Once, Going Twice, Sold! 

Yearbooks Going Fast 

Don’t miss out on a great way to save all your school year 

memories in a 48 page full color, amazing book.  This yearbook 

includes pictures of your friends, music programs, athletic events 

and school wide celebrations.  Yearbooks are still on sale for 

18.00 until supplies last.  Pick up an order form in the Front Office 

The Liberty Common Scholastic Spring Book Fair was a great hit 

for all who attended.  Thanks goes out to Dunja Widhalm, parent 

volunteer who coordinated the weeklong event and all the great 

parent volunteers who helped decorate and staff the book fair.       

Book Fair A Huge Success  

Habits of Good Behavior 
 

“Setting limits and enforcing habits of good behavior is not easy 

in the short run, but it is the best policy for the long run.”   

This is the first sentence on page 258 of Why Johnny Can’t Tell 

Right From Wrong by William Kilpatrick.  We encourage all 

parents to read this book to have a better understanding of 

Liberty’s philosophy about character education.  Pages 258 and 

259 describe ways of setting good habits for kids such as having 

children help with household chores and helping outside the 

home.   

 

On October 24th to November 4th, all the students at Liberty 

helped outside the home.  Our Liberty kids collected a total of 

3308 cans.  These cans were donated to families in need here in 

Fort Collins.  What a great way to practice citizenship in our 

community.  We can talk about citizenship all year, but until 

students participate in community service projects like this canned 

food drive then they truly grasp the full meaning of citizenship.  

  

Because of the students’ hard work, the Liberty staff participated 

in, “Teacher Minute to Win It” on Friday.  This event took place 

at 2:15 at the end of the school day in the gym.  There was a lot of 

laughter and cheering.  Thanks to all the Liberty staff for such 

great entertainment for our school.  It was well deserved.  

Donating canned goods is a superb example of good behavior.   

Photo: Teachers representing 3rd grade compete in the Minute to 

Win It Rapid Fire competition.  

http://libertycommon.org/highschool/athletics/documents/Liberty_Sports_Forms_Checklist_Packet_2011-2012.pdf


              Page 4 

Annual Spring Gala-April 13, 2012  Talent Search for Talent Show 

Liberty’s Got Talent! 

W h a t’ s   y o u r s ?? 
 

 

 

 

Audition Sign -Up Sheets posted across the hall 

from the Front Office 

 

Audition Dates: March 21st and 22nd 3:00-5:00pm  

 

Talent Show: March 30th 6:30pm 

 

Audition Requirements: 

 Acts must be no longer than 3 minutes in length 

 All material must be school appropriate. 

 All singers must bring either an accompaniment 
CD or have a piano accompanist. 

 Students are expected to come to the audition 
rehearsed and prepared (with necessary 

equipment) 

 

What are judges looking for? 

 Unique talents 

 A variety of different acts 

 Professionalism 

 Coming prepared and rehearsed (your act 

should be ready to perform as if it were the 
show) 

 Humor (if appropriate to the act) 
 

Will all students make it into the Talent Show? 

 Depending on how many students audition for 
the Talent Show, judges may need to make cuts 

to keep the show a reasonable length. 

 

Examples/Suggestions for Acts (You are not 
limited to these!): 

 Stand up comedy or impersonation 

 Magic tricks 

 Special skill such as hula hooping, yo-yo, 
juggling, rubix cube, gymnastics, etc. 

 Short drama, skit or puppet show 

 Performance on a musical instrument or voice 

 Choreographed dance number 
 

 

        Annual Spring Gala Update 
Friday April 13th, 2012 

 

 ***Free Babysitting!!!*** 
The Upper School houses are compiling a list of 

volunteers to babysit so you can attend the Gala.  There 

are a limited number of sitters, so it will be first come, first 

serve beginning March 26th.  Email your request, including your 

phone number to: 
auctionadmin@libertycommon.org  

What to Expect at the 2012 Gala 

We will have items valued from $5 - Priceless. 

Silent Auction - items ranging from Restaurant Gift Cards to 

Tickets to Disneyland 

Class Art Projects – Art produced by our Liberty Students 

The Teacher’s Treasure Trove – Items and Experiences 

donated by our Fabulous Faculty and Staff 

Mystery Grab Bags for $20 (guaranteed to be worth far more) 

Heads or Tails  - A Fun Game of Chance 

Live Auction -items including an opportunity at a 

RESERVED PARKING SPACE  

(one for each campus will be auctioned) 

Visit www.libertycommon.org/gala  often, to see our increasing 

Auction Preview List. 

Registration Deadline is March 30, 

2012 
 Volunteers Still Needed: 

Volunteer Coordination 

Volunteers the Day and Evening of the Event 

 

If you would like to help out in any way or have any questions, 

please contact 

Wendy Thomas at prontobw@msn.com or 227-7197. 

mailto:auctionadmin@libertycommon.org
http://www.libertycommon.org/gala
mailto:prontobw@msn.com
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RSVP Now For Spring Gala 

By: Bob Schaffer, LCS Principal 

Grandparents Corner 
By:  Ed Haynes, Chairman of the 

Liberty Grandparents Club 
As Liberty parents, our acquaintances with one another tend to be 

made in school parking lots, at school sporting events, and school 

performances.  The one and only occasion we all have to gather, visit, 

socialize and have fun is at the annual Spring Gala.   

 

Parents from both schools attend.  Teachers attend.  Administrators 

attend.  Grandparents attend.  School supporters attend.   

 

This year, you’ll be able to visit with some of Liberty’s founders who 

will be attending.  Indeed, they’re at the heart of this year’s Gala 

theme, “Back to Our Roots.” 

 

The story of the founding of Liberty is actually quite a harrowing one.  

What today is a well-established, proven, well-run, and well-known 

community institution actually started out as a narrow, protracted 

victory in an epic political battle for parental choice and charter 

schools.   

 

With just a couple exceptions, the children of Liberty’s founding 

parents have long graduated from Liberty.  Their parents no longer 

wait for kids in the Liberty parking lots.  They’re no longer in the 

audience at the musical performances.  They don’t sit on the Board of 

Directors anymore. 

 

Most Liberty parents don’t really know who the school’s founders are.  

But the impact these people have made on the lives of literally 

thousands of students is clearly legendary.   

 

And while none of them have a particular desire to be remembered or 

thought of as heroes, all would agree that understanding Liberty’s 

roots is vitally important in visualizing the school’s future.   

 

Getting “Back to Our Roots” is a theme that also describes how 

Liberty has succeeded where many other charter schools have failed.  

Liberty’s curriculum, philosophy, management and operating 

procedures have remained firmly rooted in the initial vision of the 

school’s founding parents.   

 
The chance to get to know Liberty’s founders at this year’s Spring 

Gala is a chance to better understand the very character of Liberty 

Common School.  It’s also a chance for all of us who are currently 

Liberty parents to do something heroic.   

 

The event’s main purpose is to raise money for the school, and to have 

fun doing it.  The admission and meal price of $38 per person covers 

event costs. After that, all proceeds accrue as direct benefits to Liberty 

and our students. 

 

Please return the Individual Reply Form which is part of the invitation 

booklet all parents received by mail.  The RSVP deadline is March 

30th.   If you can’t find your invitation please email 

auctiondonation@libertycommon.org or call 227-7197.  Also, please 

see the nearby Spring Gala update for more information.  

Spring Break was a great time for grandparents of Liberty 

students.  Many of us got to spend some high-quality 

leisure time with our grandkids.  Many out-of-area 

grandparents enjoyed visits from grandkids who included 

family travel in their time off.   
  
We’re always impressed by how much more our Liberty 

grandkids have learned since the last time we got to see 

them.  Way to go Liberty!  We grandparents are so 

thankful for the expert staff, the school’s family 

atmosphere and the special academic advantages that 

come with a well-run charter school. 
  
The Liberty Grandparents Club is also hoping families 

will use the occasion of the Annual Spring Gala on Friday, 

April 13th to meet up, socialize, have fun and, of course, 

raise a few bucks for the school.   We’re urging everyone 

in the Liberty family to donate auction-worthy items to the 

event, but more importantly, to RSVP to attend.  It will be 

a fun time and a great way to support Liberty.  Email 

auctiondonation@libertycommon.org to donate or to 

RSVP for the event.  Or, call (970) 227-7197. 
  
To join the Liberty Grandparents Club or for more 

information, please email gpc@libertycommon.org   

Donation of Juice Boxes Needed  

Dear Liberty Parents, 

 

We are in need of your help!  In order to provide drinks 

for the children attending the Wizard of Oz production, we 

are asking that anyone able to donate to please purchase 

an 8 pack or larger of juice boxes.  Please check for 

coupons at your local grocers.  Anyone that has a 

membership to Sam’s and is willing to purchase a case, 

the juice boxes there are 23 cents each.  We would like to 

collect around 400 juice boxes.  Your donation of juice 

boxes will ensure that the dessert theater runs smoothly 

and we have drinks for the little ones.  Please drop off 

donations at the front office.     

 

Thank you so much to everyone in advance,  

Dhipanee Mayes, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

http://www.libertycommon.org/highschool/aboutus/history/index.html
http://www.libertycommon.org/highschool/aboutus/bod/index.html
http://www.libertycommon.org/highschool/aboutus/bod/index.html
http://www.libertycommon.org/highschool/aboutus/philosophy/index.html
http://www.libertycommon.org/people/board_of_directors/documents/BODPolicyManual.pdf
http://www.libertycommon.org/people/board_of_directors/documents/BODPolicyManual.pdf
mailto:auctiondonation@libertycommon.org
mailto:auctiondonation@libertycommon.org
mailto:gpc@libertycommon.org


ATTENTION:  TCAP (CSAP) Schedule
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GRADE DATE SESSION TIME 

3rd 2/29/2012 Reading #1 8:00-10:00 

3rd 3/1/2012 Reading #2 8:00-10:00 

3rd 3/20/2012 Math #1 8:00-10:00 

3rd 3/21/2012 Math #2 8:00-10:00 

3rd 3/26/2012 Writing #1 8:00-10:00 

3rd 3/27/2012 Writing #2 8:00-10:00 

    

4th 3/20/2012 Math #1 8:00-10:00 

4th 3/21/2012 Math #2 8:00-10:00 

4th 3/22/2012 Math #3 8:00-10:00 

4th 3/26/2012 Writing #1 8:00-10:00 

4th 3/27/2012 Writing #2 8:00-10:00 

4th 3/28/2012 Reading #3 8:00-10:00 

4th 3/29/2012 Reading #4 8:00-10:00 

4th 3/30/2012 Writing #5 8:00-10:00 

4th 4/2/2012 Reading/Writing #6 8:00-10:00 

    

5th 3/20/2012 Math #1 10:00-12:00 

5th 3/21/2012 Math #2 10:00-12:00 

5th 3/22/2012 Math #3 10:00-12:00 

5th 3/26/2012 Writing #1 10:00-12:00 

5th 3/27/2012 Writing #2 10:00-12:00 

5th 3/28/2012 Reading #3 10:00-12:00 

5th 3/29/2012 Reading #4 10:00-12:00 

5th 3/30/2012 Writing #5 10:00-12:00 

5th 4/2/2012 Reading/Writing #6 10:00-12:00 

5th 4/3/2012 Science #1 10:00-12:00 

5th 4/4/2012 Science #2 10:00-12:00 

5th 4/5/2012 Science #3 10:00-12:00 

    

6th 3/20/2012 Math #1 10:00-12:00 

6th 3/21/2012 Math #2 10:00-12:00 

6th 3/22/2012 Math #3 10:00-12:00 

6th 3/26/2012 Writing #1 10:00-12:00 

6th 3/27/2012 Writing #2 10:00-12:00 

6th 3/28/2012 Reading #3 10:00-12:00 

6th 3/29/2012 Reading #4 10:00-12:00 

6th 3/30/2012 Writing #5 10:00-12:00 

6th 4/2/2012 Reading/Writing #6 10:00-12:00 

There is a shuttle bus in the afternoons from Liberty Common 

School (Elementary Campus) to Liberty Common High School 

(High School Campus) and back again.  The bus leaves from 

behind Liberty Common Elementary School at 3:10 p.m. Upon 

arrival at the high school, the bus pulls in front of the school and 

unloads the students from the elementary. The bus returns to the 

elementary school from the high school at 3:25 p.m. It unloads 

in front of the elementary school. 

  

Who is eligible to use the shuttle bus?  

  

From elementary to high school:  
  

For trips from the elementary to the high school, the shuttle bus 

is reserved for students who have older siblings at the high 

school or whose parents work at the high school. These students  

load onto the bus immediately after school in the back pick up 

and drop off area. The bus leaves promptly at 3:10 p.m. If a 

student misses the bus, he/she will need to report to the 

elementary school front office in order to contact a parent. Upon 

arrival at the high school, the older sibling or parent of the 

students riding the bus is expected to be waiting for the younger 

student as he/she gets off the bus. The students of faculty or staff 

will need to go directly to their parent’s room once they are off 

the bus. 

  

From high school to elementary: 
  

Trips are reserved for any Liberty Common High School 

students who have after school activities at the elementary 

school or whose parents work at the elementary school.  

  

Eligible LCHS students  load onto the bus once the elementary 

students are off. The bus leaves the high school at 3:25 p.m. for 

the return trip to the elementary school. If a student misses the 

bus, he/she will need to report to the high school front office in 

order to contact a parent. The students are dropped off in front 

of the elementary. 

  

For any questions or concerns, please contact Headmaster Russ 

Spicer at rspicer@libertycommon.org 

Afternoon Shuttle Bus Service  

Now Available  

Our school will resume taking TCAP tests on March 20th.  

Please make sure that students get plenty of rest, eat a healthy 

breakfast and work hard to do their very best.  This a time to 

really shine and show others why Liberty Common School is 

the best.   

mailto:rspicer@libertycommon.org

